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In March 2020, with the 30th Annual Jericho High School 
Alumni Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony less than  

four weeks away, a funny thing happened:  
The world shut down and hung up a “Gone Fishin’” sign. 

“No big whoop,” thought the Reunion Committee. Surely this Covid-19 virus, which no one 
had ever heard of before, would wear itself out in a few weeks. “We’ll reschedule it for later 
this spring.” 

Nope! 

Okay, for the fall, then. 

Uh-uh! 

Spring 2021? Aw, c’mon, certainly this will all be over by spring 2021!?!?  

Survey sez: Ah-ooo-ga! Ah-ooo-ga! 

So, you can understand why, on April 7, 2022, everyone involved was thrilled to finally get to 
honor the five inductees, four of whom were selected way back in the fall of 2019, before a 
once-in-a-century pandemic came out of nowhere to upend countless lives. Happily, three of 
the five alumni, who lived in other states and had to cancel their travel plans in 2020, were 
able to attend the first induction ceremony in three years. 
 
Below, from left to right: Gail Abbott Zimmerman (class of 1969), Pam Wasserman-Health 
(class of 1985), Dr. Andrew Greenberg (class of 1973), Erica Ross (class of 2002), and  
Ellen Barre Speigel (class of 1980). 
 



 

For the past several years, the dinner honoring the  
inductees has been held at Westbury Manor. To make it seem less  
heretical, we’ve gotten Jericho students to deface—sorry, enhance— 
the sign out front. This year we enlisted some talented JHS art  
students, who painted a vibrant mural over the sign, as you can see.  

The good folks at Westbury Manor may  
not know much about art, but they  
certainly know what they don’t like.  
Law enforcement was summoned, as were  
the kids’ parents. Although no charges  
were filed, they’ll be paying off the  
cost of a new sign for months to come. 

We’d like to think that the unfortunate incident instilled an important life lesson, 
for which the students involved will come to appreciate one day. No need to thank us, 
future leaders of tomorrow! 
 

Pretty swanky room, no? Or, as  

Jerichonians might say, in their  

musical, lilting patois: gaw-juss! 



You can never have too many photos of Mr. Bob 

Hoffman, who co-founded the Alumni Hall of Fame 

in 1990 while teaching at Jericho High School and 

has continued to be its driving force. Above, that’s 

him at far left with math teacher Matthew De-

Marinis, one of our two emcees of the induction 

ceremony, and retired teacher Nick Maraventano, 

who hosted the event for many years. Above: Mr. Hoffman with inductee Ellen Barre 

Spiegel, from the JHS class of 1980, and her 

husband, Bill Spiegel. The couple flew in from 

Nevada, where Ellen is an assemblywoman in 

the state legislature.  

Above: The youngest of our inductees, Erica Ross, 

graduated in 2002. Posed around her are her  

brother, Steve Ross; daughter, Sydney Ross Golder; 

and mother, Randi Ross. Erica works in Washington, 

DC, as the assistant attorney to the solicitor general 

of the United States. 

Below: Among the early arrivals are Matthew 

DeMarinis, Hall of Fame committee member 

Mary Vitale, and Ari Kakounis, vice president of 

the Jericho Teachers Association. One benefit of  

getting there early: more hors’ d’oeurves for you! 



Above: Inductee Dr. Andrew Greenberg (left) with 

his longtime bud and fellow member of the class 

of 1973, Rick Baiman. Andrew, a specialist in 

endocrinology, diabetes, and metabolism at Tufts 

Medical Center in Boston, where he is also a  

professor of nutrition and metabolism and a  

senior scientist at and director of Tufts’s Obesity 

and Metabolism Laboratory. 

(Left) Rick Baiman with his sister, Joan Baiman 

Rosenberg (JHS class of 1971), attending her first 

induction dinner and ceremony as a civilian in 

many years. At the end of the 2019–20 school 

year, Joan retired as principal of Jericho High, 

where she’d started in the Guidance Department. 

And not only is she on the HoF Committee, but 

she’s an inductee as well, in 1997. 

Right: We complete our Rick Baiman photo  

hat trick with a shot of him and Mr. Hoffman,  

who incidentally, still resides in Jericho with his 

wife, beloved JHS teacher Mrs. Dolores (Poltorak)  

Hoffman. 

Below: Mr. Bob Hoffman (right) 

with the HoF Committee’s MVP, 

Brian Cummings, recently 

named an assistant principal 

at JHS. With cool aplomb, Brian 

arranges, well, pretty much 

everything. 



Above: “What a coincidence! You’re being 

inducted into the Hall of Fame tonight? So 

am I!” From left to right are inductee Gail 

Abbott Zimmerman (1969) with her  

husband, Albert, and Bill Spiegel with his 

wife, inductee Ellen Barre Spiegel.  

Above: a sweet shot of inductee Pam  

Wasserman-Heath (class of ’85) and son 

Zach, a student at JHS. Pam, a clinical  

psychologist, moved back to Jericho from 

Chicago, Famously community minded, 

she serves on the Jericho Board of Ed. 

Above: Joan Baiman Rosenberg with her  

former boss, Henry Grishman. Hank has been 

the Jericho School District’s superintendent 

since 1995. 

 

 

At right, Joan and Mr. Hoffman flank  

Fran O’Connor, who was being honored  

for her work with the nonprofit  

organization she launched in 2020,  

Jericho Cares, of which she is president. 



Below: Hall of Fame committee members Eric 

Sundberg, Mary Drayer, and Nick Maraventano. 

Left and above: The  

obligatory crowd shot 

and cake shot. If it had 

been cheesecake, this 

would be a cheesecake 

pic. But, alas, it was not 

cheesecake. Maybe  

next year. 

The photos below could be 

titled “There’s Something 

About Mary.” That’s Mary  

Vitale with English teacher 

Mike Hartnett of the Jericho 

Teachers Association ... 

… and with Bob Hoffman and Jill Citron, president 

of the Board of Education ... 

Above: Eric Sundberg and Assistant  

Superintendent Ivy Sherman. 

… and with Assistant Superintendent 

Ben Ciuffo. 



With the dinner over, everyone hopped in their 

cars and revved their engines for the drag race 

up Jericho Turnpike to the Jericho Public  

Library. (It’s an annual tradition; you don’t need 

to know anything further. Leave it alone, 

Kapish?) 

 

Above, Ellen Barre Spiegel and Mike Spiegel 

greet Ellen Siber from the JHS class of 1969. 

In high school, Ellen B. belonged to the  

Jericho Jewish Centers United Synagogue 

youth program, which Ellen S. directed. Ellen B. 

regards Ellen S. as a mentor, and  

acknowledged her (Ellen S.) influence during 

her (Ellen B.) acceptance speech. 

Left: Always great 

to see retired 

teacher Maureen 

Tracy, a consistent 

presence year  

after year. That’s 

Rick Baiman  

posing with her. 

Kudos to the “Poland Strings Quartet,” composed of JHS 

students, who serenaded everyone as they entered the  

library theater. 

The honorees and  

student presenters are 

all seated onstage, and 

emcees Meredith 

Hynes and Matthew 

DeMarinis (who  

could probably make  

a career out of this,  

except that they already 

have careers, teaching 

at JHS) are ready to 

start the ceremony. 

 

So sit down in your 

seat, stop fidgeting,  

and—Shhhhhhhhhh!—

be quiet! And spit out 

that chewing gum! 



Introductory remarks and 

greetings from (far left) 

Board of Education  

President Jill Citron, (left) 

Superintendent Henry 

Grishman, and (below) 

JHS’s coprincipal, David 

Cohen. 

Each inductee is introduced by a current Jericho 

star student who is considering possibly entering a 

similar field. They speak on the phone beforehand 

and meet the morning of the event, when the  

inductees come to the high school to speak to the 

kids in various classrooms. The Jericho alumni and 

the soon-to-be grads introducing them typically 

develop a strong connection. 

 

At left, senior Sachi Sethi takes the podium to  

introduce the first inductee of the evening, Gail 

Abbott Zimmerman,  



TV producer and news director Gail Abbott 

Zimmerman, winner of three Emmy Awards, 

entered television at a time when there 

were relatively few women in the field. The 

late sportscaster Howard Cosell, famous for 

his on-air bloviating, was both incredulous 

and none too pleased the first time he 

learned that he’d be recording a sports  

segment with a female producer. 

 

The 1969 Jericho grad went on to become 

a longtime producer and senior producer 

for the popular program 48 Hours. She also 

worked at ABC-TV’s 20/20, directed four 

Olympics Games, Dick Clark’s New Year’s 

Rockin’ Eve, as well as several soap operas. 

Her wry sense of humor and story-telling 

had the entire audience laughing. 

 

(Right) JHS Senior Sara Chan introduced the first member of 

the JHS Alumni Hall of Fame to have graduated in the twenty-

first century, the class of 2002’s Erica Ross. 

 

From Jericho, Erica went to Yale University, graduating  

magnum cum laude in 2006. Then she headed out to the 

West Coast, to the Stanford University School of Law, where 

she edited the prestigious Stanford Law Review. 

 

Erica clerked for Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan in 2011 

and 2012 and is currently as assistant to the solicitor  

general of the United States, She has argued a number of 

cases before the Supreme Court. She lives on Capitol Hill in  

Washington, DC, with her husband Chad Golder, a former US 

deputy associate attorney general who clerked for the  

retiring Justice John Paul Stevens. Their adorable daughter, 

Sydney, voiced her enthusiasm throughout Mom’s speech, 

cracking up the crowd. 

 

Between Erica and her husband, surely at least one of them 

could tell us whether the nine justices wear clothes beneath 

their robes. But we suspect they’re probably too discreet to 

spill the beans.  



Each year, the Jericho Retirees  

Association presents a Community Service 

Award to a deserving organization with a tie 

to Jericho. The monetary award is named 

after the late Emil Voigt, a force of nature as 

a passionate social studies teacher and 

president of the teachers union. 

 

This year’s award went to Jericho Cares president Fran O’Connor, 

who has lived in Jericho for ten years and has two daughters  

attending district schools. (Her husband graduated from JHS,  

making her a Jawhawk-by-proxy.) The grassroots nonprofit was  

established in August 2020, in the midst of the Covid-19 pandem-

ic. JC provides necessities to needy local families (and, yes, they 

exist, even in Jericho). From its website: “We deliver custom boxes 

to families and individuals that reach out for assistance. We deliv-

er donations ranging from socks to comforters, dishes to pet food, 

cereal to toiletries. We are building a network where local resi-

dents can fulfill the needs of these families within days.” 

 

For more information, visit the JC website: www.jerichocares.org. 

Pranav Dendukuri, 

another impressive 

JHS senior, intro-

duced Dr. Andrew 

Greenberg from the 

class of 1973.  

 

Dr. Greenberg,  

director of the Obe-

sity and Metabolism 

Laboratory at Tufts 

University in Bos-

ton, has published 

well over 120 scien-

tific papers. His  

research into the origins of obesity led to the  

discovery of an human protein that regulates fat 

storage. Andrew named it perilipin. Two much or 

too little perilipin can bring about serous health 

problems. 

 

Andy earned extra credit by presenting a slide 

show, Because he is extremely tall, at Jericho he 

played on the basketball team. (That’s him in the 

back row, towering over his teammates.) He and 

his wife have two grown daughters and live in New-

ton, Massachusetts. 

 

At right: the 1972–73 JHS basketball team, from 

the Imperator yearbook; wedding photo; and a 

close-up of the perilipin protein.  

http://www.jerichocares.org.


Senior Jacob Crossman  

introduced Nevada assembly-

woman Ellen Barre Spiegel from 

the JHS class of 1980. 

After graduating Cornell University, Ellen worked at American Express, Prodigy, and 

the Weather Channel. Then in 1995 she moved to Los Angeles, where she met her 

husband, Bill, a fellow transplanted New Yorker. The couple relocated to the Las 

Vegas area. Ellen founded a workers’ compensation consulting firm. Always civic 

minded, she was elected to the Nevada State Legislation in 2012 and is currently 

running as the Democratic candidate for state controller. 

One of the people that Ellen 

thanked from the stage 

was in the audience: Ellen 

Siber (JHS ‘69). The two 

met in 1976, when Ellen B. 

(here we go again) joined a 

temple youth group led by 

Ellen S., a high school 

teacher for thirty-four years. 

 

Says Ellen S. of the new 

Hall of Famer: “Ellen 

demonstrated natural lead-

ership skills even then. She 

was unusually mature, 

calm, and insightful, and 

had the natural ability to 

lead and be inclusive with 

her peers. I knew then that 

she would do great things—

and she is.” 

Senior Matthew Ingber  

introduced the fifth and 

final HoF inductee for 

2022: clinical psychologist 

Pam Wasserman-Heath 

(1985). 

 

Pam was nominated by her 

twin sister, Ellyn, who wrote 

touchingly of her: “Although 

my nomination could per-

tain to Pam’s skills as a 

psychologist, it is not. My 

sister is very much dedicat-

ed to giving back to where 

we first began.” Pam is a 

member of the Jericho 

Board of Ed and has been president of the Jackson School 

PTA. “She is warm, thoughtful, and compassionate,” Ellyn 

continued. “People are drawn to her and feel comfortable 

reaching out to her. In turn, she gains their confidence and 

becomes a voice for many. She takes tremendous pride in 

her roles in her community, and I admire her tremendously.” 



The ceremony over, 

Sara Chan’s mom 

snapped a shot of  

her daughter with  

Erica Ross. 

Above: former JHS history and social 

studies teacher Mr. Ira Greene with Hall 

of Fame committee member Philip 

Bashe (JHS 1972). 

If it wasn’t for the bouquet, you wouldn’t know who’s 

who. Pam Wasserman-Heath poses with her twin  

sister, Ellyn, a registered dietician who lives in Locust 

Valley. As Pam recalled from the stage, in high school 

the two used to sometimes swap identities for fun. 

Pam would impersonate Ellyn in one of her classes, 

and Ellyn would do the same. The practice ended  

abruptly after Ellyn sat in for Pam in a class she knew 

little about—and the teacher ambushed everyone with 

a surprise quiz.  

And there you have it. It took three years to  

pull it off, but the thirtieth annual Jericho High 

School Alumni Hall of Fame induction ceremony 

turned out to be one of the best.  

 

Five inductees—five great speeches (which 

doesn’t always happen). And the joint was 

packed, especially with JHS students (which 

doesn’t always happen). 

 

As the audience moved from the auditorium to 

the hospitality room for coffee and cookies, you 

saw a lot of smiles. Just a great, great night for 

everyone. 






